
Writing your name as music…
1. Improvise with your pattern, and record on your phone or computer once 
you’re happy with it.
2. Listen to your recording and notate your name on the grid below by 

using blocks to show the order and relative length of notes you use. An 
example is given on the right.

3. The cypher only uses “white” notes, so you don’t need to worry about 
any notes “in-between”.

For example, a 
note that is longer from left 

to right would be held 
longer in time.
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Ideas for extension!
1. Repeat and vary the lengths of the “notes” in your name to change the 

rhythm.
2. Try using your surname or other words important to you. Repeat them a 

few times, then go back to your first name to create a structure.
3. As well as having the letters one after another, try “piling them up” on 

top of one another, thus creating chords (more than one note sounding 
at once).

Here’s 
the cypher again, if 

you want to add more 
words!


