
Stage 4 – Musical Cryptography – assessment task
Assessment due date: Final day of term, 30th February.
Outcomes being assessed
A student:
MU4-PER-01 uses performance skills to demonstrate understanding of the elements of music and communicate musical ideas
MU4-LIS-01 uses listening skills to describe music in relation to stylistic, cultural, historical or social contexts and the elements of music
MU4-COM-01 improvises, arranges or composes using the elements of music to create musical ideas
Task description
[bookmark: _Toc148336767][bookmark: _Hlk166060133]You will write a short piece of music with hidden messages in it, and submit it as the central part of this term’s portfolio. Your piece of music should contain at least two of the following three options:
•	pitch ostinati or melodies where words and numbers are represented by pitches, using the French system and variations on it
•	rhythmic material created with morse code
•	interesting sound in an audio editor or DAW created through backmasking
Your portfolio should include reflections on the learning about musical cryptography this term, including:
•	performing the classroom arrangement of Passion
•	decoding messages in others’ music
•	what you’ve learned about musical cryptography and how to do it

Submission details
You will create your portfolio using the “Blog” feature in Skoology or through the school’s BuddyPress system. The easiest way to keep your portfolio up-to-date is to reflect on what you learned in the last 5 minutes of every class (your teacher will give you time!). Ask yourself:
What did I do today?
What went well? (What did I like? What was successful?)
What could I improve? (How could I improve it? What do I need to work on in the next class?)
If you created something in class (a performance that you can record, a file you’re working on, etc.), upload it with your reflection! If you do this kind of work every class, there will be no “left-over” work to be done at the end of term – simply make sure you upload your final piece of music.
Formative check-in opportunities
Your teacher will give you feedback on this task as the term goes on. Specifically, you’ll receive feedback on:
· Your TUBS grid notation of your encoded word (week 2)
· Your playing in Passion (week 4)
· Your decoding of others’ messages in music (week 5)
· The accuracy of your first attempt at a Morse code rhythm (week 6)
· Your use of backmasking (week 7)
In addition, there will be dedicated classes to finishing your piece of music in the last few weeks of term, when your teacher will give you feedback on your progress.
If you need more feedback on your work at any time, you should ask your teacher. Sometimes it isn’t possible to give feedback in the middle of a class, but your teacher can check your work in your portfolio at the end of class, if you keep it up to date (see above).
Class activities
Table 1 – class activities
	Performing
	Composing
	Listening

	Perform your name or other encoded word
Perform names or themes as groups
Perform ostinati in Passion
Optionally, play a solo in Passion
Play rhythms based on words expressed in Morse code
Sing or play pitches given to you in examples of others’ code-compositions
Perform parts in the recording of your final composition
	Compose melodic material based on encoded pitches
Use that melodic material to create ostinati
Compose rhythmic material based on encoded words through Morse code
Compose music with backmasked sounds in an audio editor or a DAW
Combine at least two of the above techniques to create an original composition
	Listen to music with codes in it and copy the pitches
Listen and respond to classical and romantic repertoire with hidden words in it
Decode written scores with support for score reading
Identify elements of Morse code in recorded music
Identify backmasking in recorded music
Listen to, excerpt, and reverse backmasked sections of recordings
Listen to others performing so you can sensitively play with them




[bookmark: _Toc148336768]Steps to success
Table 2 – assessment preparation schedule
	What I need to do
	Ways I can do this 

	Actively participate in classes and record my learning in my portfolio
	Join in with all performing, composing, and listening activities
Reflect by answering the three questions every week
Listen to feedback and ask for more if I need it

	Create a number of new pieces of music
	Create a simple ostinato (repeated pitch pattern) using the letters of my name or another word
Create a simple rhythm using Morse code
Create a recording using some backmasting (reversed recordings)
Create a final new piece of music that uses at least two of the above techniques
Make sure that I’ve reflected on what I did when I created each piece so that my teacher can give me credit for my work
Use the music made in the first three pieces to start the third
Ask for help if I’m stuck

	Memorise at least two patterns from Passion and perform them
	Learn by copying the teacher
Learn by copying the recordings on the LMS
Practice in a group and on my own
Make recordings of my group and put them in my portfolio
Write about which part(s) I’m playing in my portfolio
Listen carefully and sensitively when I perform them with the whole class.

	Fill my portfolio up with all of my work, not just my best work
	Make sure I reflect on every class in my portfolio. Answer the three questions.
If I’ve made a recording or created any other kind of media, upload it
Make sure I include all of my work, even if it’s a rough draft – my teacher will give me credit for everything
Ask if I’m not sure whether my portfolio has enough work
Make sure my final composition is uploaded before the end of term
Make the most of class time in the final few weeks to finish my composition


Note: more than one opportunity will be provided to demonstrate each success criteria ensuring that absence should not impact a student’s ability to submit a complete portfolio.

Music Stage 4 – [Name of task] | 1


Adapted from © NSW Department of Education, Mar-25	[image: Creative Commons Attribution license logo.]
[bookmark: _Toc148336771]Assessment rubric
Here we’ve left NESA’s examples in tact, because you may feel it’s easier to adapt them than create your own from scratch.
Table 3 – assessment rubric
	Criteria
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Performing demonstrates performance skills that communicate musical ideas and consider the elements of music.
	I can perform demonstrating sustained control of accuracy, fluency and technical skills.
I can perform in an ensemble with effective musical expression, balance and consideration of the elements of music.
	I can perform demonstrating control of accuracy, fluency and technical skills with minor blemishes.
I can perform in an ensemble that communicates cohesive musical ideas with consideration to balance and the elements of music.
	I can perform with some control of accuracy, fluency and technical skills. 
I can perform in an ensemble that communicates musical ideas with some consideration to balance and the elements of music.
	I can perform with inconsistent control of accuracy, fluency and/or technical skills.
I can perform in an ensemble that is inconsistent in communicating musical ideas with little consideration given to balance and the elements of music.
	I can perform with limited control of accuracy, fluency or technique.
I can perform in an ensemble that demonstrates limited musical ideas, balance issues and limited consideration of the elements of music.

	Listening demonstrates listening skills through using appropriate musical terminology or notation to describe the music.
	I can use listening skills to effectively document musical content using appropriate music terminology or notation.
	I can use listening skills to document musical content using appropriate music terminology or notation.
	I can use listening skills to document musical content using mostly appropriate music terminology or notation.
	I can use listening skills to attempt to document musical content using some music terminology or notation.
	I can use listening skills to attempt to document musical content using limited music terminology or notation.

	Composing demonstrates composition skills by exploring and notating short musical ideas for percussion instruments.
	I can consistently apply appropriate notation and the elements of music to organise coherent musical ideas for percussion instruments.
	I can apply appropriate notation and the elements of music to organise coherent musical ideas for percussion instruments.
	I can use appropriate notation and the elements of music to organise musical ideas for percussion instruments.
	I can use some appropriate notation and the elements of music to organise musical ideas for percussion instruments.
	I can attempt to use some appropriate notation and some elements of music to organise musical ideas for percussion instruments.
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